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Gail Courneyea is president and CEO of Angels of 

Flight Canada, which is a Peterborough-based 

company that specializes in medical evacuations 

and transporting ill and injured people in Canada 

and around the world. She founded the company 

in 1988 after working as a critical care nurse at the 

Peterborough hospital. The Courneyea family 

founded Global Angel, the charitable arm of Angels 

in Flight, in memory their daughter, Carole, who 

died in 1993 at the age of 22 after a brief battle 

with leukemia. Global Angel trans- ported several 

teams of doctors to Haiti following the earthquake that devastated the country in January 2010. 

It’s been reported that you had a fear of flying when you first started accompanying patients on flights as a critical care 

nurse in 1986, is that the case? 

“I would prefer not to travel anywhere. If I had to fly, I’d prefer not to go on vacation.” 

How did you overcome that fear or did you ever overcome it? 

“I decided to learn about flying and airplanes and got a pilot’s licence… It was great. It was a great experience. Mind you 

I will always be a cautious, safety conscious traveller” 

Why did you decide to start up your own business to offer medical flights? 

“I was working in intensive care and it became part of my job to travel with my patients or to fly with them. I decided to 

take courses so I could provide better care to my patients… I took ground school for pilots so I learned about the 

environment that I would be working in… I did an air medical course at Seneca College… It started out very simple and 

became very complex later.” 

How many countries have you travelled to? “Myself, I can say I’ve been on every continent. But countries, I don’t know 

because I haven’t travelled for the last eight or nine years… I was just more interested at that point in hitting all the 

continents… That was really my goal, is that I hit all the continents at that time… A very unique one we had was one we 

did to the Philippines, we stayed with a family in their home and they were just so hospitable… I don’t think you forget 

any of the calls.” 

With all the travelling you’ve done, do you enjoy travelling for vacations? 

“That’s the only way I travel now, it’s just for vacations... This time you get on the plane and you know all you’re going 

to be doing at the other end is relaxing in a nice warm climate.” 

What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? 

“There’s not too much of that. I have grandchildren. Doing family events, reading, relaxing, going out for dinner, those 

kinds of things.” 


